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BUDGET SUMMARY 

The Utah System of Higher Education (USHE), including the 
Utah College of Applied Technology (UCAT) provides academic, 
career, and technical education learning opportunities for 
students.  USHE promotes research, as well as, economic, 
academic, cultural, and other social programs for the citizens of 
Utah.  The USHE is comprised of ten institutions and is 
governed by the State Board of Regents. 
 
 The Utah Education Network (UEN), a partnership of Utah’s 
public and higher education institutions, delivers distance 
learning educational services statewide.  UEN operates two 
public television stations, providing closed circuit two-way 
video services through EDNET, and connects state agencies to 
each other and the Internet with UtahLINK. The Utah Medical 
Education Program (UMEP) works closely with the healthcare 
industry, colleges and universities, and medical education 
programs.  The UMEP also evaluates current and future 
workforce needs. 

MAJOR FUNDING INITIATIVES 

Legislative Action provided the following increases: 

•Operation and Maintenance - $1,598,600 was approved for 
five new buildings at the University of Utah, Utah State 
University, and Salt Lake Community College. 

•Utility Rate Increase – Because of increased utility costs, 
$23,800 in FY 2008 supplemental funding and $661,800 in FY 
2009 funding was approved for USHE institutions. 

•Concurrent Enrollment – Due to the growth in concurrent 
enrollment and its cost to higher education, the Legislature 
approved $150,000 in one-time funding. 

•Information Technology - $900,000 for licensing and security 
software to serve the entire system, $815,000 (USHE) and 
$215,000 (UCAT) for IT security issues. 

•Engineering Initiative - $250,000 in one-time funding to 
continue the Engineering Initiative to increase the number of 
engineering graduates. 

•Student Financial Aid - $1,259,700 for New Century 
Scholarships, $200,000 for the match to receive federal aid  
and $1,000,000 for Utah Centennial Opportunity Program for 
Education (UCOPE) need-based financial aid. 

•Health Care Initiative - $900,000 in funding to Dixie State 
College and Salt Lake Community College to respond to 
growing needs in health-related fields. 

•Institutional Partnerships - $500,000 for a partnership 
between the University of Utah and Dixie State College. 

•Weber State University Aerospace Defense Employment – 
Funding in the amount of $800,000 to help respond to the need 
for qualified employees in the aerospace and defense 
industries. 

•S.B. 103, “Institutional Priorities” (Stowell) provides $2 million 
to Utah Valley State College  as the second step toward its 
becoming a teaching university. 

•S.B. 180, “Regents’ Scholarship” (Hillyard) will reward high 
school graduates with a $1,000 scholarship if they have taken 
a rigorous core course of study during high school.   

•H.B. 86, “Inmate Postsecondary Education” (Draxler) stabilizes 
the funding of existing postsecondary education programs in 
correctional facilities. 

•UCAT Capital Training Equipment - $500,000 in FY 2008 and 
$900,000 in FY 2009.  

•UCAT Jobs Now Campus Initiative - $1,000,000 (one-time) to 
expand existing or implement new training programs at each 
UCAT campus. 

•CEU Western Energy Training Center - $600,000 one-time. 

OTHER FUNDED ITEMS 

Other Funded Items: 

•Medical Education Council – Lost 
Dedicated Credits Revenue was replaced 
with General Funds of $220,000 ongoing.  

•Dixie State College Music Program - 
$200,000 

•Board of Regents Audit staff – $100,000 

•UCAT Leases – $850,000 

•Utah Education Network – Network 
Backbone Enhancement for five circuits 
was funded at $200,000 ongoing and 
$700,000 ongoing was appropriated for 
elementary and charter school high-speed 
networks.  

•Utah Education Network – One-time 
funding totaling $1.3 million for Network 
Backbone Enhancement ($200,000), 
Elementary and Charter School High-
speed Networks ($500,000), Content 
Management for University of Utah 
($200,000) and Disaster Recovery at 
Richfield Data Center ($380,000). 

The list of major funding 
initiatives does not 

include all items funded 
during the 2008 General 

Session. A comprehensive 
list is available upon 
request and will be 

included in the 2008-
2009 Appropriations 

Report. 
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LFA 
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FY 2007 Actual
State Funds

FY 2008 Revised
State Funds

FY 2009 Appropriated
State Funds

Percent Change FY07/FY08 Rev 10.3%
State Fund Increase/(Decrease) 12.9%

Percent Change FY08 Rev/FY09 2.4%
State Fund Increase/(Decrease) 3.5%

$1,267,363,400
$849,528,300

Total Budget
$1,121,954,267

$727,530,900
$1,237,059,300

$821,020,200
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Higher Education FY 2009 Funding Mix

School Funds, 
$487,170,700 

Federal Funds, 
$6,729,800 

Other, 
$12,888,600 

Dedicated 
Credits, 

$398,216,700 

General Fund, 
$362,357,600 
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BUDGET SUMMARY 

This Subcommittee oversees the budget for the Department of 
Natural Resources, Department of Agriculture and Food, the 
School and Institutional Trust Land Administration, and the 
Public Lands Policy Coordination Office. Subcommittee’s 
priorities were funded by internal reallocation of base budgets, 
as well as by obtaining additional General Fund revenues. 
 

MAJOR FUNDING INITIATIVES 

Some of the increases from the General Fund provided by the 
Legislature were: 
 

•Fire Suppression - $6,000,000 

•Endangered Species - $2,000,000 

•War on Cheat Grass - $2,000,000 

•Quagga/Zebra Mussel - $1,400,000 

•Parks’ Capital - $1,035,000 

•Urban Trails - $750,000 

•This Is The Place Park - $450,000 

•Law Enforcement Data Center - $275,000 

•Utah ‘s Own Promotions - $175,000 
 
Some of the non-General Fund increases appropriated by the 
Legislature were: 

•SITLA Capital Development - $9,050,000 

•OHV Trail Maintenance - $1,500,000 

•Raceway Covers for Springville Hatchery - $1,000,000 

•Species Protection Projects - $600,000 

•DWR Walk-In Access - $450,000 

•DWR Access on SITLA Lands - $300,000 

•OHV Center - $250,000 

•Wasatch Golf Reinvestment - $180,000 
 
Some of the priorities funded by the Legislature through 
reallocation of General Funds from the Department of 
Agriculture and Food, the Division of Oil, Gas, & Mining, the 
Public Lands Office, and the Utah Geological Survey include: 
 
Ongoing 

•Geologic Hazards Mapping Staff - $149,700 

•Chemistry Staff & Operating - $92,900 

•Agriculture  in the Classroom - $35,000 

•USU Plant Diagnostic Lab - $100,000 

•Junior Livestock Association - $40,000 
 
One Time 

•Snake Valley: New Wells and Spring Monitoring - $1,500,000 

•Reseeding - $900,000 

•Japanese Beetle - $200,000 

•Water Rights Staff - $130,000 

•Utah’s Own Promotion - $150,000 

•Independent Count of Bison - $67,600 

•Future Farmers of America - $40,000 

 

 

The list of major funding 
initiatives does not 

include all items funded 
during the 2008 General 

Session. A comprehensive 
list is available upon 
request and will be 

included in the 2008-
2009 Appropriations 

Report. 

FY 2007 Actual
State Funds

FY 2008 Revised
State Funds

FY 2009 Appropriated
State Funds

Percent Change FY07/FY08 Rev 10.4%
State Fund Increase/(Decrease) 22.7%

Percent Change FY08 Rev/FY09 -6.3%
State Fund Increase/(Decrease) -14.3%

$245,096,000
$71,338,900

Total Budget
$236,873,300
$67,868,300

$261,474,700
$83,268,500
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Natural Resources FY 2009 Funding Mix

Dedicated 
Credits, 

$17,783,100 

Federal Funds, 
$46,849,600 

Other, 
$109,124,400 

General Fund, 
$71,338,900 

Legislative Fiscal Analyst 

LFA 

Jonathan C. Ball 
Director 

NEW INTENT LANGUAGE 

 

The Legislature intends that the State 
Engineer may not use funds provided by 
item 200 of Senate Bill 1, 2008 General 
Session, to change or implement plans for 
water use in the Beryl-Enterprise area.  
The Legislature further intends that the 
State Engineer shall report to the 
Executive Appropriations Committee all 
actions to date in the Beryl-Enterprise 
area. 
 
The Legislature intends that the 
Department of Natural Resources study 
water rights issues and report to the 
Natural Resources, Agriculture, and 
Environment Interim Committee on or 
before their October 2008 meeting. 
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MAJOR FUNDING INITIATIVES 

Legislative Action resulted in the following increases: 
 
Department of Transportation  

•The Legislature appropriated an additional $2,000,000 from 
the Transportation Fund to the Maintenance Program in FY 
2009  This funding will help offset the inflation in maintenance 
expenses and assist with increased lane miles added through-
out the state. 

•An estimated 430 lane miles of roadway will be added to the 
Utah Department of Transportation’s inventory of highways in 
FY 2008.  An appropriation of $2,348,400 from the Transpor-
tation Fund was approved to add sixteen FTE’s to help main-
tain those additional lane miles. 

•The Department was appropriated one-time $2,977,600 from 
the Transportation Fund to purchase 16 new trucks with snow 
plows, spreaders, and liquid anti-icing applicators to help 
maintain the new lane mile inventory. 

•The Department will replace their X-Ray Fluorescence Spec-
trometer with an appropriation of $200,000 from the Trans-
portation Fund.  This equipment is used to test all cement and 
fly-ash used in highway construction. 

•Projects expected to be built with funding in the Centennial 
Highway Program for FY 2009 are estimated to exceed $210 
million.  No bonding is required to complete those Centennial 
Highway projects. 

•Action of the 2007 Legislature created an ongoing General 
Fund appropriation of $90,000,000 to support debt service on 
a $1 billion bond authorization for the Critical Highway Needs 
Program.  An additional $200 million bond authorization was 
granted for the program for FY 2009.  

•House Bill 359 “Tax Changes” was passed by the Legislature 
that directs a .05% sales tax increase to be shared equally be-
tween the Critical Highway Needs Program and the Transpor-
tation Investment Fund of 2005 Program.  FY 2009 estimated 
revenue is expected to be $10,731,600 and FY 2010 available 
revenue is estimated to be $21,870,000.  These funds are an-
ticipated to be used to address choke points and other high-
way needs throughout the State. 

•The Legislature passed a resolution instructing the Depart-
ment of Transportation to finalize planning and commence 
reconstruction of I-15 between American Fork and the inter-
change for State Route 6 in Spanish Fork. 

•An appropriation of $3,000,000 from the General Fund will be 
used for an environmental study of I-215 at 3500 South. 

•Appropriated General Funds of $1,000,000 for radar equip-
ment purchases at the Provo Airport and $250,000 for repairs 
at the Logan Airport. 

•The Legislature also directed $2.75 million of General Fund to 
be spent to study the potential of construction of a raised 
highway traversing Utah Lake. 

•An appropriation of $2,000,000 from the General Fund to 
begin an environmental study of the Seep Ridge Road in the 
Uintah Basin. 
 
Department of Environmental Quality 

•Appropriations to the Air Quality Program of $2,010,000 on-
going and $200,000 one time General Funds was granted to 
develop PM 2.5 Air Quality Planning. 

•Mercury Source Assessment was appropriated $100,000  for 
further testing of fish and waterfowl throughout the state. 

The list of major funding 
initiatives does not 

include all items funded 
during the 2008 General 

Session. A comprehensive 
list is available upon 
request and will be 

included in the 2008-
2009 Appropriations 

Report. 

Legislative Fiscal Analyst 

LFA 

Jonathan C. Ball 
Director 

FY 2007 Actual
State Funds

FY 2008 Revised
State Funds

FY 2009 Appropriated
State Funds

Percent Change FY07/FY08 Rev 9.1%
State Fund Increase/(Decrease) 65.3%

Percent Change FY08 Rev/FY09 -29.4%
State Fund Increase/(Decrease) -76.8%

$1,308,240,400
$120,299,900

Total Budget
$1,698,165,700

$314,037,100
$1,853,441,800

$519,056,900
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Transportation & Environmental Quality FY 
2009 Funding Mix

Transportation 
Fund, 

$455,472,100 

Federal Funds, 
$279,871,800 

Dedicated 
Credits, 

$28,470,000 

Other, 
$424,126,600 

General Fund, 
$120,299,900 

Other Funding Initiatives 
 
National Guard 

• Tuition Assistance-$500,000 of one 
time General Funds for tuition assistance 
for National Guard personnel. 

•Armory Maintenance-$54,300 of Gen-
eral Funds was appropriated to fund data 
processing expenses of the National 
Guard. 
 
Veterans’ Affairs 

• An appropriation of $200,000 of General 
Funds to hire three additional FTE’s to 
assist with accounting and administra-
tion duties of the new department. 

•The Veterans’ Outreach Program re-
ceived a one time General Fund appro-
priation of $80,000. 




